Minutes of Longbridge Deverill and Crockerton Parish Council Meeting Held at the Village Hall on 1st.September 2008

Present     Councillors W.Hurd, T.Minter. G.Read, B.Marshall and Mrs.E.Pidgeon.

Apologies   Apologies were received from Councillors K.Manfield, P.Withey and J.Algar.

As both the Chair and Vice Chair were not present, it was proposed by Cllr.Pidgeon and seconded by Cllr.Read  that Cllr.Hurd take the Chair. This was unanimously agreed.

602  No members of the public attended and wished to speak at this meeting.

603  No Declarations of Interest were received.

604  Minutes of the meeting held 7th July were confirmed and signed, with one amendment.

605  Matters Arising from Previous Minutes

        605-1  Bargate Crockerton. Letter received from Longleat, they are not aware of any more parties taking place, but the situation will be monitored more closely.

       605-2   Donation to Parish History Group has not yet been made as they are hopeful of funds from another source. Offer of up to £500 will be held until more details are available.

       605-3    Cllr. Hurd to again raise matter of plastic left by the side of the road in Crockerton.

606  Planning Matters. 

        606-1  Bungalow at Sutton End.  There were no concerns regarding the extension to the bungalow at Sutton End, however Councillors were concerned about the planting in the boundary hedge. The plans showed the hedge, backing onto pasture land, would contain yew, which can be extremely poisonous if eaten by animals.  It was decided to advise West Wilts Planning department that the Council could not support the plan unless the planting scheme was revised.

        606-2   It was noted that the stable in Clay Street Crockerton had been given planning permission.

607  Parish Budget and Payments made.

The Current Account stands at £1059.88.

Cheques raised  include £559.99 for new computer and set up, £60 for grass cutting (Dave Wilkinson) and £36 for hall hire for 3 meetings.

The Clerk requested payment of £282.32 for expenses and fee for the last 3 1/2 months

It was proposed by Cllr.Marshall and seconded by Cllr. Minter that this should be paid.

The Deposit Account stands at £10874.76.

 N.B. Up to £500 is still being held for Parish History Group.

608   Councillors Reports.

         608-1     Parish Hall.   A letter has been received from the Parish Hall Committee requesting £400 to help cover the cost of  insurance. It was proposed by Cllr.Read and seconded by Cllr.Minter that up to £700 be offered to cover the majority of the cost. This was unanimously agreed, and the Clerk will contact the Committee to check how much is needed.

        608-2     Tourism.  Nothing to report

        608-3      Recreation.   Nothing to report.

        608-4      Planning.  Nothing to report.

        608-5      Police.   Cllr.Manfield asked the Chairman to raise the question of width and weight limits around Longbridge and Crockerton.  She had been speaking to the Police about how it was monitored following complaints from people living in Rye Hill and Clay Street.  It was decided to write to Wilts County Council Highways to discover which roads had official weight/width limits and confirm that the signs were in place.  Cllr. Hurd also said that he had had complaints regarding Little Hill in Crockerton. It was decided to discuss this item again at the next meeting when full information was available.

Cllr.Pidgeon agreed to attend the next Neighbourhood Tasking Group with the Clerk on Wed.3rd.  September.

        608-6     Utilities  Cllr.Marshall reported that the glass in the telephone box in Crockerton had been replaced and the box cleaned.

        608-7     Highways and Parish Steward Scheme.   The Clerk was asked to write to the manager at Longbridge Deverill House to cut back the briers overhanging  the pavement in Church Street.  The Parish Steward will also be asked to concentrate on tidying alongside the A350 and the Almshouses on his monthly visit in September as the whole stretch is looking increasingly unkempt.

609  Clerk's Report and Correspondence Received.

All routine correspondence has been circulated approximately once a fortnight unless some planning issues required a quicker response. The Clerk has also attended three meetings with the Chairman, all of which gave a greater insight into Council matters.

A letter of thanks has been received from the Crockerton Millennium Committee for agreeing to pay for the mowing of the Green opposite Crockerton School.

610  Delegation to Town and Parish Councils.  This was discussed at length, but it was decided that as a small parish Council we were unable to take on any more responsibilities. It was felt that amalgamation with other parishes could be the way forward, but much more information would be needed.  The Clerk was asked to forward our thoughts to Mr.Munro who spoke at the last meeting.

611 Matters raised by Councillors.

Parish Website- this would be placed on  the agenda for the next meeting for further discussion.

612  Items for Parish Newsletter

Details of the Parish Steward Scheme to be explained, and parishioners asked to contact Clerk by mid October if they have spotted any blocked drains,footpaths etc.

Date of Next Meeting:  3rd.November 2008

Meeting finished at 8.45 pm.
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